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4. IN PURSUIT OF excellence
PART?2: TO NORTHAMERICA,AFTER 1972

SEGMENT 10 & SEGMENT 11
& SEGMENT 12

a8 ™M® R

SEGMENT10 :
With Ralph Space

Every morning, I went from my
hotel to Moe Lipson Co., where Mr.
Masuda was working, in the fur town in
Manhattan and hung around in and out all
day, knowing that some mink ranchers
would eventually come there. I asked Mr.
Masuda to let me know when they came.

Soon I found out that I could take
Chinese or Greek food there with no
problem. There were always dishes with
steamed or fried rice in both Chinese and
Greek foods. Although the flavour and
texture of the long grain rice in the cartons
was different from ours in Japan, I felt in
my gut that I could easily live in New
York as long as these foods were always
available close by. I felt very lucky at that
moment, because I'd been trained to eat
bowls of cheap rice with fifty percent
flattened barley in the National Defence
Academy in Japan.

Finally, about two weeks after I
arrived in New York, an old, gentle mink
rancher of stout build appeared where Mr.
Masuda was working and I had been
hanging around. The president of Moe
Lipson Co. approached me and whispered
in my ear that his name was Mr. Ralph
Space and he was one of the top-class
mink ranchers in the United States; I
should talk to him right away. I quickly

introduced myself, using the words I had
prepared.

RALPH SPACE

“I went to the National Defence
Academy in Japan, but I fell in love with
the mink business. I would like to study
more about it here, at the home of the
world’s mink business. I'll work hard and
I won’t give up easily, so please hire me as
one of your helpers.”

Without a word, he abruptly
grabbed my right arm and squeezed and
let go of it, from my shoulder to my elbow,
half a dozen times with his large, thick,
warm hands. It was as if he was feeling
and examining the amount of muscle in
my arm, like an ancient slave driver. After
a few seconds, he began to smile jokingly,
opened his eyes wide, and said to me,
nodding his head up and down, “Okay,
come to my farms next Sunday.”

It took me more than an hour by
bus to get to Newton from Pennsylvania
Station in Manhattan, through the Lincoln
Tunnel toward the most northwest corner
of New Jersey. I called Space Farms from
a public telephone booth by the bus stop.
In no more than ten minutes, Fred, also
ruddy-faced and stout, picked me up in his
comfortable, cream-and-dark-brown Ford
station wagon with licence place NJOOI.
He was dressed safari-style from head to
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toe, in brand new, starched and ironed,
short-sleeved khaki shirt, khaki shorts, and
wide-brimmed khaki hat, looking as if he
had just come off a Hollywood movie set
in one of those movies of “wild animals in
Africa for rich American hunters or zoo
owners” starring Gregory Peck or Clark
Gable or Cary Grant. There were round,
green-and-dark-brown  Space  Farms
emblems, with a picture of a buffalo in a
green field, on both of his upper arms and
his left chest. He also wore dark-brown
leather boots. There, under the emblem on
his chest, was his name: Space Farms
Owner, Fred Space.

The moment he got out of his
station wagon and found me standing by
the public telephone booth, he grinned at
me and opened his arms wide. He hugged
me, his eyes wide and popped out. I had
never in my life in Japan been hugged so
wildly.

He talked quickly in a high tone of
voice, half of which I could not exactly
understand.

SEGMENT 11:
Space farms, museums, and zoological
garden in N.J.

= e A g e
i S SN =3 Fae

SPACE FARMS MAIN BUILDING

Space Farms, Museums, and
Zoological Park, which Ralph Space had
built up with his mink and fox business,
were  extremely  prosperous.  They
produced 40,000 of the finest,

world-renowned mink pelts in North
America annually. In addition to that,
there was a state-of-the-art, fully
automated dairy farm with 180 milking
cows; 450 acres of corn; and a large fur
shop, with a larger collection of full-length
mink coats and jackets than I had seen in
most department stores, Macy’s, or
Gimbels in Manhattan. There was also a
large gift shop, a restaurant, and a
zoological garden with more than 500
wild animals, the biggest private
collection in North America at the time.
There were fine collections of classic cars
and antique tractors, motorcycles, and
station wagons sleighs; fine collections of
Indian artifacts, dolls of the world, antique
clocks and watches, antique music boxes
(orgels), and antique guns. None of these
were merely odds and pieces.

The main road, Beemerville Road,
ran east and west through the middle of
Space Farms. The main building,
museums, and zoological garden were on
the south side of the main road. The
landscaped central square lay on the north
side, across the main road from the main
building. Fred’s house and the dairy barn
were on the west side of the central square.
The feed house and freezer, which was an
old school house, large parking lots, fire
station, and church were on the east side.
The wide, white mink-yard gate was on
the north side, facing straight toward the
main building. The wide central service
road in the mink yard started north from
the gate, also angled right to the main road.
Many rows of mink sheds lay along both
sides of the central service road. The mink
yard was about 40 acres, surrounded by
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450 acres of cornfields.

The summer saw about 50 school
buses, 40 tour buses, and hundreds of cars
and pickup trucks every day. It seemed to
me that most of the activity on and by the
main road in Beemerville Village was at
Space Farms. Ralph was the head of the
family and 75 years old. Fred was around
50, and Eric, a student at Wyoming State
University, was 20. There were two girls,
Lori and Renee, going to high school.
Parker was the youngest, five years old,
the same age as my son, Ryojo.

g

ERIC, RENEE, RALPH, LORIL, FRED AND
IN FRONT IS PARKER, TAKEN IN 1977

SEGMENT 12:
Rattlesnake  hunting on  the
Appalachian trail

As soon as we arrived at Space
Farms, Fred told me to wait for him. He
walked into a crowd of visitors at the main
doorway of the main building, leading to
the restaurant, zoo, gift shop, fur shop, and
several museums, and into his office. He
came out the same way with a handful of
necessary things, and said to me, “Let’s go
hunting snakes together, rattlesnakes, you

He gave me a dusty old gunnysack,
and we jumped into his Jeep: ropes; a roll
of haywire; cables and shackles; pieces of
two-by-four; several large, soiled rocks;
garbage he had picked up on the property;
heavy, rusty chains; hammers and sledge
hammers; tools I'd never seen; picks and
shovels; mink traps and leg-hold traps,
large and small; large, half-eaten animal
bones with rotten, dark-red meat covered
in flies; hayforks; a rake and a broom; and
half a bale of hay.

There was a long, rocky, open fault
line, the Appalachian Trail, running
northwest to southeast from the west side
of Beemerville Village, where, he said,
rattlesnakes liked to sunbathe or nap on
the huge rocks. (Their diameter was about
twice or more the size of a man!)

When we arrived, before I knew it
he began jumping from rock to rock,
looking for rattlesnakes. In less than a
minute, he had caught one by the tail,
using one hand and a metre-long, stainless
steel stick. He forced it into the gunnysack,
the opening of which was only about a
foot and a half in diameter. The mouths of
rattlesnakes were going through that
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opening, which I was holding onto with
my bare, jumpy hands. I was to close the
sack as quickly as I could when he put one
in. If a snake rose up toward the mouth of
the gunnysack, I was to shake it down to
the bottom so as not to get bitten.

I had heard of poisonous snakes
before but had never seen a rattlesnake. I
tried to hold out until the end, perspiring
greasy sweat all over my body. I was
panicking but forcing myself to stay quiet.
I was completely exhausted, unable to
speak English well enough to defend
myself.

After he caught five or six fat and
heavy, long and mean rattlesnakes, he
started slowing down and calming down.
Finally, he signalled me with his thick
thumb and forefinger. Mercilessly, he
talked fast in his high-pitched voice
between rough breaths. I had to guess that
he was telling me I had passed my first
practical test with a satisfactory mark,
because he was smiling without reserve.
He must have been testing my character
and ability violently, with his strongest
professional test, rattlesnake catching.

On the way back to the farm, we
dropped into a drive-in hamburger
restaurant, which I had never seen before
in my life in Japan, and said to me, “Let’s
have Cokes.” He gave me a large cup,
maybe a quart, of Coke, too much for me
to consume right away. I’d never seen
Coke that size in Japan. My stomach was
more than full and Coke was overflowing
from my throat. Fred finished mine,
looking very satisfied with everything,
smiling, and said, “This cup is too large

for a Japanese, isn’t it?”” Back at his office,
Ralph and Elinor were waiting for us.
Fred guaranteed our green card
applications right away.

There were lots of houses and
buildings along the miles of main road,
running through Space Farms, in front of
the parking lots, church, and fire hall.

Toward the end of the day, they
decided that the white house with blown
gables, next to the main building with
Ralph’s living quarters and diagonally
across the road from Fred’s house, was
going to be mine.

(END)
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