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SEGMENT 4 : Taking bus to Langley city, Fallen sik at Langley Inn
SEGMENT 5 : Mr. and Mrs. Nilsen, Norwegian immigrants
SEGMENT 6 : Peace Arch Park
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as8 IN PURSUIT OF excellence exchanged a few more words and decided
to see each other the next day. | stayed at

PART 2: TO NORTHAMERICA, AFTER 1972 :
’ the Langley Inn that night.

SEGMENT 4 & SEGMENT 5 :
& SEGMENT 6 Fallen sick at Langley Inn
M0 W It was after ten o’clock before |
woke up in the Langley Inn the next day. |
SEGMENT 4 : couldn't get out of bed. | had a high fever,
Taking bus to Langley city headache, and joint pain. It could have
The next day, | asked the handsom é)een from the dry, cold, stiff sandwich I'd

eaten the night before at the hotel grill (I
didnt want to offend anyone), which
by taxi?” wasn't enough to nourish my hunger, or it
He looked at me in surprise and cpuld have b_een contamlnated by the flu
said, “No, sir, don't take a taxi! It will cost VITUS. Or | m!ght have p|ckeq up the flu
you too much. Go to the bus depot by taxVIrus on the flight from the Orient.
and then take a bus to Langley City. The Because | was used to eating warm
bus depot is nearby and it won't cost tooor hot meals most of the time in Japan, the
much to get there by taxi.” texture of a dry, cold sandwich was
despecially coarse and unbearable on my

He and his colleague were so kin , : :
that | could hardly refuse their suggestion.tenoler throat. | couldn't resist dozing off

Even though | was sure it would be easief9aN-
for me to go to Langley City by taxi than
by bus, | submissively took the bus as |
was advised.

white bellboy at the front desk, “How
much would it cost to go to Langley City

About three o'clock in the
afternoon, a short, chubby Hispanic maid
came into my room and woke me up
abruptly. | asked her if she had any cold
When | was selling encyclopedias medicine on hand, such as Aspirin. She
in Japan, and getting good at it, | didn'tsaid, “You can go to London Drugs by
care much about taxi fares or even airfaregourself. It's nearby, just two- or
But now it was different, because thethree-minutes-walk. Easy to find.”
Japanese government had allowed me to

bring only $2,000 to come here. First, | didn't know what the name

London Drugs meant. Second, | couldn’t
Shortly after lunchtime, the bus stand up easily, because | was tired and

dropped me off in front of the Langley Inn.terribly weak. With the splitting headache,

| called the Nilsens in Surrey right away. | couldn’t focus my eyes, and | felt like

Mrs. Nilsen answered and said in surprisethrowing up.

“You really came all the way from Japan : : :
y y b Unable to walk in a straight line on

to see us? What should we do? We have t% ireet. | walked a f " | th
ball tournament for the Sons of Norway € Street, 1 walked a few steps along the
wall, stopped, closed my eyes, bent my

tonight. They expect us to be there.” We
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knees, leaned toward the wall, and threwT'he roofing material of the mink sheds
up stinky, yellow bile. I was aware of was all shiny aluminum. This was
someone approaching me from behindamazing to me because, in Japan, the roofs
but he left quickly. He probably thought | of mink sheds were usually rusty tin. Their
was a drug abuser or drunk or something. feed-storage freezer had a capacity of 300
tons. Their driveway, through large cedar
back to my bed with just a bottle of tree_s, was rjeatly_paved with asphalt, and |
noticed a big cruiser on the trailer parked

Aspirin and a can of Coke, terribly : .
exhausted, scared, and lost. It was alreaak}y the side of the driveway!

getting dark. | lay in bed, gazing at the They were first-generation

ceiling, searching and practising theNorwegian. They had come to Canada
English words | would need to explain my right after their wedding, relying on

condition to a doctor. | was on the edge ofKaren's uncle, who was already raising
quitting my trip to North America at any mink in Canada. As long as they were
moment. working on their uncle’s ranch, the

language barrier was not a problem. But
when they went into town on the weekend,
or tried to order two cups of coffee and
one piece of cake, they immediately

It was two hours before | made it

| really felt like going back to my
wife in Japan on the next plane.

SEGMENT 5: : .
i and s Nison, Nonwegan  ShRIeed prolens i clh e
immigrants : y P
against.
The next day, Mrs. Nilsen, who lvan had been an excellent ski

was a rather tall, modest, Scandinaviariong-jumper in Norway. He had made up
beauty with intellectual looks, picked me his mind to come to Canada because his
up at my hotel. She came within fifteen uncle-in-law had told him he could drink
minutes of finding out by herself that | as much milk as he wanted in Canada!
was sick and still staying at the Langley

Inn They were open-minded,

On the way to their mink ranch extremely hardvx_/orking, and _good—natured.
after only a few greetings, she said, ’eWhen_ever we lited something heavy or
are building our new house. When ourIarge in the ml_nk ygrd togetherz he always
new house is ready this summer, you caIFOOk th.e' heavier side, somethlr_lg | ended
your family. You can all live in the house up noticing after we had done it. He was
where we're living now.” alvyays one st_ep ahead of me. | started
trying to beat him at that game. We would
Her name was Karen and herpump into each other with our shoulders,
husband was Ivan. Their ranch was on teffighting for the heavier side.
acres, with approximately thirty mink
sheds, uniformly painted white and light What fun we haal
blue, in the colours of the Norwegian flag.
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SEGMENT 6: on either side of the border, and white
Peace Arch Park concrete stakes marking the international
boundary. There is no fence in the park.
eople are allowed to cross the invisible

me to Peach Arch Park and the beachfro . )
street in White Rock. At that time. White International boundary freely. And the iron
’ gates are never closed. | found the sign

Rock was a dull, rural place, seemingly %and started reading. Ivan seemed surprised
hippy-loving, easygoing, sport-crabbing hat | id k 9. ding it P
village. There was a small fish—and—chipst atlwould keep on reading ft

vendor on the beachfront. | had never Instinctively, | felt in my guts that
heard of or eaten fish and chips in Japarthese folks would be good for us and that |
lvan said to me, “This is the best could trustthem. They had 1,500 breeding
fish-and-chips shop around here.” He alscstock at the time, and said to me, “If you
said, “Japan is just on the other side of thatvould come and help us out, we could
horizon, our neighbouring country.” He have 2,000 breeding stock next season.”
pointed his thick, bent forefinger to the
dim horizon under the red sun. For me, it[
felt a little too close and too easy, so | said
“Japan is not that close. It took me a

In the afternoon, the Nilsens took

| answered, “The most important
hing to me is our permanent resident
Status in Canada. | don't care about my

whole day to come here by jet,” to which wages just as long as we, the four of us,

he reolied. “Japan is closer than Norwa have a place to live.” Then | went on, “I'll
plied, ~Japan 15 : Ywrite the application and the petitions to
Norway is over this big continent, over the

big Atlantic. It took Us Sixteen days to the Canadian Immigration myself. So, you

come here from the east coast by train Py have to sign them. | have a dream to
He smiled y "come here and raise mink by ourselves,

like you guys.”
| learned later that when they
immigrated to Canada, they had taken 3arme

steamship from Norway to Hampshire, o "o they lived fairly well. | felt

England, then a train to Liverpool. From strongly that | could make it as they had

there they took a steamship to Ha!|fax Ndone: to immigrate to Canada, to establish
the east coast and crossed this hug

continent by train. But Ivan was in the Sur own mink ranch, and to operate it
y ' - full-scale in Canada. If possible, we could

habit O.f saying to me that they were so Inmanufacture mink garments ourselves too,
love with each other, the sixteen days ONc \we already started in Japan

the train didn’t bother them a bit.

Compared to Japanese mink
rs in Hokkaido Island, it seemed to

He explained Peach Arch Park this | could clearly see and feel the
way: The park is located on the bordergreat opportunity and possibility—the
between Canada and the United States. I@anadian dream of our future.
the middle of the park stands a monument

) . . ( To be continued )
of a white arch, with two black iron gates
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Piano Mika Yonetsu

Vocal Yasuko Wild
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